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which helped the flatulence and relieved the pain. The next day the 
pain had settled over the region of the appendix. The pains and tender- 
ness disappeared in about four days and the temperature dropped to 
normal. 

I had to leave the patient one week after this, having been there six 
weeks. The temperature had been normal a week, pulse keeping 102 to 
110, respiration 18. Diet, soft boiled eggs, well-cooked cereals, soft toast, 
in addition to liquids. The patient was in bed three weeks longer after 
this, and was lame from rheumatism for some time, but made a complete 
recovery. 

I gave very little care to the baby, who ran a light attack of typhoid, 
and recovered nicely. The mother was confined at the home of a 
neighbor, and had a baby boy, the third week I was there. 

One disagreeable feature of the case was the cold, rainy weather 
which continued most of the time, greatly aggravating my patient's 
rheumatism and general condition, and when it turned warm, the swarms 
of mosquitoes made life a burden when outside the shanty. The case, 
though hard, had its compensation in the experience of a most unusual 
typhoid case. 



A MURPHY IRRIGATOR WHICH MAY BE EASILY AND 
ECONOMICALLY CONSTRUCTED * 

BY MARY E. THORNTON, R.N. 

The irrigator is a white-enamelled solution container, fitted at its 
lower third outlet with a glass tube to which is attached rubber tubing 
with a clamp. It is possible to procure for this a new clamp which 
regulates the drops exactly, consisting of a screw running through three 
cross-bars on two side threads, procurable at any good instrument house, 
and an immense improvement over the hairpin arrangement many of us 
have had to improvise at this point. At the lower end of the rubber 
tubing is a double-pointed glass bulb with a pipette suspended inside ; to 
the lower end of the bulb is attached more rubber tubing, fitted to a 
glass Y. One fork of this Y provides for regurgitation, by a long piece 
of rubber tubing with glass tube at the end. A glass feeding tube may 
be held over a gas flame until in such form as to hook onto the solution 
container. The stem of the Y has any desired length of tubing, with 
glass connections for observation and a vaginal tip at the end. 

For keeping the solution at a uniform temperature, a glass milk 

* Tn use in the New York Poat-Graduate Medical School and Hospital. 
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bottle, filled with hot water, is placed inside and a double canton flannel 
and rubber sheeting cover is placed over the solution container. Hot- 
water bags are used with " one-sided " covers, for the protection of the 
patient, the uncovered side serving to keep the saline solution in the 
tubes hot. A nurse with watch in hand regulates, by means of the 
clamp, the flow, which averages about one drop per second for 24 hours. 

A thermos bottle and asbestos covered tubing would obviate the 
necessity for the hot milk bottle and the hot-water bags. A self- 
retaining rectal tip is another improvement that would lighten the 
necessity for constant watchfulness. 

The temperature of the water may vary from 138° to 160°, that in 
the rectum from 100° to 110°, and the number of drops from about 
20 to 200 per minute. 



WHAT THE PUBLIC WANTS TO KNOW ABOUT CHILDREN 

People write to the Federal Children's Bureau more letters on child 
labor than on wayward children, feeble-minded children, the pensioning 
of mothers, infant mortality and infant care, vocational training or the 
protection of girls, according to a statement of Julia C. Lathrop, chief 
of the Bureau, in a pamphlet just issued by the National Child Labor 
Committee. But the Bureau has no authority beyond investigating and 
reporting conditions, so that all active propaganda for improved legis- 
lation and enforcement of laws must be undertaken by private organiza- 
tions such as the National Child Labor Committee. 



